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The New View

The New “View”

Dear Readers,

Please meet the new “View". It was the work on the new
incarnation of the journal that kept postponing the publication of
this latest issue. The original shape of “View"—let us remind you
that the first issue was published in 2013—-was the result of our
then knowledge, and beliefs, about how a fully digital scientific
journal should look like and work. The decision to focus exclusively
on the digital was based on a few premises, the most important
of which was accessibility: at the time of publication of the issue,
all people connected to the Internet have access to it, regardless
of their place of residence. For the same reason, we have
adopted an open access policy—we do not charge any fees to
readers, let alone authors. From the very beginning, our goal was
not only to participate in Polish debates on visual culture and to
mediate global debates by publishing English-language
contributions, as well as translations of important texts, but also
to make Polish thought and research available
internationally—for several years now we've been able to make
good on that promise. For all these reasons, we also decided to
base our journal on the first open source solution that was
created for digital scholarly journals.

Over time, however, the limitations of this solution, also
affecting readers, became more and more apparent. Therefore,
we decided to start working on a new backend for “View".
Tomasz Gtowacki, the author of the graphic form of the
magazine, returned to the digital drawing board and refreshed
the original design, without taking into account IT limitations—this
time we knew exactly what we needed. The new ,View" certainly
feels more at home in today’s digital landscape: it is lighter, more
fluid in interaction and, we hope, it makes reading longer texts
a pleasure. While preserving the original structure and the

foundations of the reading experience, we have changed a few
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basic things:

1. Responsiveness. “View" offers a full and comfortable
reading experience on mobile devices.

2. Presentations. The new “View" offers a completely new
presentation engine, which is not only much smoother and
allows for comfortable scrolling through the content, but is
also responsive. We have devoted a lot of energy to making
it possible for our readers to get acquainted contemporary
art projects on their smartphones.

3. Tools for scholars. The new “"View" optimally supports the
tools required (in Poland, now by law) in digital scholarship
today: ORCID profiles for authors and DOI (Digital object
identifiers) for articles—to rehearse an obvious point: digital
identifiers that allow you to find content regardless of
where it is currently stored. By the end of the year all
articles published in “View" will have such an identifier. The
journal also automatically generates bibliographic
addresses for all articles, depending on the language of the
interface, either in the style common in Polish humanities or
in accordance with the Chicago Manual of Style. Just paste
them into your notes or footnotes!

4. The devil is in the detail. Throughout the process, we have
refined countless small aspects that are not worth writing
about separately, but which in total lead to an improvement

in the reading experience of the new “View".

As you may have noticed, we have not limited ourselves to
creating a new engine for “View", but we have also migrated the
entire archive of the magazine, moving over 500 articles in the
process. We are writing about it, because we are not entirely
finished yet; the whole process will probably last until the end of
this year. The same applies to the pdf versions of the articles: the
new backend offers a convenient tool for generating them,
but we will not be able to proof the pdf versions of all archival

articles. However, it is the html version that we treat as original,
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relegating to the pdf version the role of a supplement. Hence we
decided to compromise: we will attach the original pdf versions to
issues 1-22, at the cost of these versions containing outdated
links to the original version of “View".

Until the final completion of the work on moving archival
presentations and pdf versions, we will make available the first

“View"” at the address: http://widok.nmfactory.com.

We are aware of the fact that the waiting time for the new
issue of ,View"” was long. We hope, however, that it was worth

the wait.

Editorial Team
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